
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

December 2021 
Monthly Newsletter of Calvary Baptist Church 

December is such a wonderful time: holiday decorations, presents 

under the tree, family gatherings, and the joyous celebration of 

Jesus’ birth.  Can you imagine at this special time of year having 

never heard the name of Jesus, not knowing the grace of God that 

has set us free from sin and death? Do you realize that even now in 

2021 there are over 6,000 people groups in the world with little or 

no access to the gospel? Over half of these have no one currently 

sharing the gospel with them! Our world is filled with close to 5 

billion people who do not call on the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

The greatest gift we can give this Christmas is the good news of 

Jesus Christ. Every December we raise money for the Lottie Moon 

Christmas Offering; 100% of this money goes to support over 3,500 

missionaries around the world. Our church goal this year is 

$15,000. I challenge you to join with my family in giving generously 

to this offering that the gospel may be shared with those who have 
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From Pastor Matt… 

GIVING THE GOOD NEWS 
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Dec 21-22-23 

Live Nativity 
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Christmas Eve Service 

 

Mark Your 
Calendar 

 



never heard. We all want to give the "perfect" gift at 

Christmas. There is no greater gift than Jesus. Please 

make it a matter of prayer as to what God would have you 

give this Christmas that all the world may know Him. It is 

a true joy to serve as your pastor. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Matt 
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If you are new to Calvary, you may not 
be familiar with our Live Nativity.  This is 
a production of the Nativity Story open 
to the community, where viewers may 
drive up and park in our parking lot, 
then tune their radios to hear carols and 
songs as the Christmas story is 
narrated and performed.  There are live 
animals such as sheep, goats, a camel 
and a donkey to enrich the 
performance.  
 

But we need YOU to help make it 
happen! Actors don costumes for the 
various parts, but have no lines to learn, 
no staging or practices.  The director 
will tell you when to “walk through” the 
scene for your part. Once that’s done, 
you’re free to warm up in the gym and 
enjoy treats and hot beverages. There 
are also “behind the scenes” jobs where 
you can help. Sign up on the bulletin 
board to be involved. 

 

 

 

 

LIVE NATIVITY 
 
 

 

 

 

Christmas at Calvary Celebration 
 

Don’t miss Calvary’s special Christmas 
Celebration, Wednesday, December 15th at 
7:00pm.  Gather with the Church Family for 

Christmas carols, reading of Scripture, special 
music from some of our talented musicians, and 
a cookie fellowship afterward!  Experience the 
joy of Christmas together with fellow believers 

at this most blessed time of year. 

December Members’ Meeting 
Our quarterly business meeting will take place immediately after service on 

Sunday, December 19th. 
This is an especially important meeting as we will be voting on the budget for 
the coming year, as well as approving volunteers for committees and ministry 

leaders.  Don’t miss this opportunity to participate in the life of our church! 

 

ANGEL TREE GIFTS 

If you would like to participate in providing gifts for the 
children of families experiencing hardship this Christmas, 
please pick up one or more gift requests from the tree in 
the lobby. Make your purchases and wrap the gifts, 
labeling them as directed on the tags.  Gifts will need to 
be returned to the church by December 19th, so that they 
can be distributed.  Thank you for your generosity! 

 



 

 

 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 

Each December, Calvary Baptist, along with other Southern 

Baptist Churches focuses on reaching our world for Christ, 

beginning with a week of prayer for our missionaries, their 

ministries and their families. Our prayers are fuel for 

spiritually sustaining missionaries in places where the gospel 

is greatly needed, but often opposed.  Throughout the month 

we encourage giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.  

Our church has set a goal of $15,000 to be given to support 

missionaries and ministries around the world. 
 

The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is an annual offering 

collected by Southern Baptists to support international 

missions. The offering was officially named in 1918 by 

Women’s Missionary Union in honor of the missionary to 

China who urged churches to start it and to give sacrificially. 

This offering is unique from other mission offerings in that 

100% of each gift goes to provide for missionaries all over 

the world. It is a valuable part of Southern Baptists’ 175-year 

history of reaching the nations with the gospel and vital to 

reaching the vision of a multitude from every language, 

people, tribe, and nation knowing and worshiping our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  
 

“After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no 

one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and 

peoples and languages, standing before the throne and 

before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with 

palm branches in their hands…”   

Revelation 7:9 

 
 

 

Our beloved custodian and 

brother in Christ, Lino 

Sisay, will be retiring at the 

end of this year.  He has 

served our church for over 

27 years.  We honored Lino 

Sunday, December 5th, for 

his faithful service with a 

commemorative plaque 

and a financial gift. Lino is 

a Guatemalan national and 

will be returning to 

Guatemala to help care for 

his aging father.  We are so 

thankful for Lino and pray 

God’s blessings on him as 

he travels home and in his 

future plans.  Lino has said 

that he planned to help 

others in his home village 

free of charge as his 

service to the Lord and his 

ministry to the people of 

Guatemala. 
 

Blessings, Lino! 

 

 
 

SAYING GOODBYE 

TO LINO 
 
 

 

 


